52nd European
IFYE Conference

31st July - 7th August 2010
in Ursprung, Salzburg

IFYEs, Friends, Ladies and Gentleman!
Five years ago, at the conference in Germany, Alois suggested that
Austria would be happy to host the IFYE Conference in 2010. Over the
following years an organizational team was formed out of former Austrian IFYEs. One of the most important decisions we had to make was
finding the proper location. After comparing several possibilities, it was
easy for us to agree on Salzburg/Ursprung as the perfect location.
Due to the fact that Norbert had participated in lots of conferences and
lives “next door” to Ursprung, it was clear for us that he should be the
main coordinator. However, it wouldn’t have been possible to organize
this conference without the support of the national and district organizations of the Austrian Landjugend. So, we are really lucky that Petra
Fuchs, Maria Höblinger, Gerlinde Kraus, Marianne Mieser, Michael Staffl
and Franz Winkler assisted us in such a fabulous way. Furthermore,
many thanks go to our various sponsors whose financial and material
support aided us greatly in organizing the conference.
During the last three years, we started to arrange the details of the
conference programme and especially in the last couple of months,
the team was working intensively. Alois’ experience - he had organized
the conference in 1998 in Carinthia - was a big help, too. In a nutshell,
each team member did a fantastic job without really being supervised.
But without all of you, your positive attitude and your passion, the conference wouldn’t have been what it was. Thank you all for joining us!
Furthermore we would like to say thank you to this year’s Incomings for
supporting us during the week.
All of us enjoyed the conference 2010 in Salzburg. We hope that you
liked it as much as we did as organizers and that you were able to take
along lots of good impressions of the conference and Austria itself.

Austria
facts and figures
Austria is a landlocked country of roughly 8.4 million people in Central Europe. It is bordered by the Czech Republic and Germany to the
north, Slovakia and Hungary to the east, Slovenia and Italy to the south,
and Switzerland and Liechtenstein to the west. The territory of Austria
covers 83,855 square kilometres. Austria‘s terrain is highly mountainous due to the presence of the Alps; only 32% of the country is below
500 metres, and its highest point the Großglockner is 3,798 metres.
The capital and largest city, with a population exceeding 1.6 million, is
Vienna. As a federal republic, Austria is divided into nine states: Vienna (Wien), Lower Austria (Niederösterreich), Upper Austria (Oberösterreich), Salzburg, Tyrol (Tirol), Vorarlberg, Styria (Steiermark), Carinthia
(Kärnten) and Burgenland.

Saturday 31st July
After all the planning and organizing, the great day dawned and the
Austrian IFYE Committee welcomed 155 delegates from 17 countries,
to the 52nd European Conference held at Ursprung near Salzburg.
After registering there was time to catch up with old friends and introductions to new friends. At the bar there was time for smalltalk and
photos from the last year conference in Isle of Man where shown.
Rainer Kaupil

Sunday 1st August
The Sunday started with a wake-up call by the „Schützen“. After breakfast we had church service and the opening ceremony. The priest was
a little bit late but his sermon we remembered the all week - „Jo Jo“.
The group and country photographs were taken in the sunshine. After lunch we had a nice afternoon with traditonal austrian music and
„Schuhplattler“.
Rainer Kaupil

Monday 2nd August - tour 1
Very early in the morning we started our big trip through Salzburg and
Carinthia to have a closer look at the alpine area of the “Hohen Tauern”.
We did not have breakfast in Ursprung so we stopped by in Bruck. This
village is situated at the starting point of the “Großglockner Hochalpenstraße”, the road leading up to 2500 m above sea level with fantastic
views. We visited a small museum which showed how this alpine road
was built in the early 1930s - an amazing achievement. Afterwards we
had our lunch at an alpine hut where homemade lamb products were
served.
From there, it was only a short trip to the famous “Franz Josef’s Höhe”
which is normally the best place to have a look at Austrian’s highest
mountain – but this day, clouds covered the peak of the Großglockner.
Nevertheless, we got a good impression of that sensitive area and also
saw the impact of global warming when we had a look at the melting
glacier “Pasterze”.
The further South we got, the better the weather became: down in Heiligenblut we visited the famous church and heard the story of that pilgrim village. We were leaving this pretty village to go even deeper into
Carinthia with our final destination being a so-called “Buschenschank”,
a farm that serves homemade products such as bread, ham, sausages
and cider. We also had the chance to get a tour through the butchery
and smoking area as well as the bread bakery which was very informative.
The evening was coming fast so we really had to go back to Salzburg
- with lots of great impressions, tasty food and drinks of a packed daytrip. Gerhard Steinberger

Monday 2nd August - tour 2
After a very early start at 6 o’clock in the morning we had a short trip
with the bus to finally have breakfast in a cafeteria in the town Schärding in Upper Austria. The town is famous for its many differently coloured houses and is situated at the border to Germany, separated only by
the river Inn. Afterwards, everybody was able to visit the centre of the
town on his own. The next stop was Kopfing. A few years ago, a farmer
built a tree top trail there. As we had a wonderful (nearly too hot) day,
we were able to enjoy a great view over the mountains and other parts
of Austria. Some of the “kids” also tried out the slide at the end of the
trail. Luckily Steedsy didn’t get stuck! ;-)
After that, we got some “interestingly” tasting Austrian food (Knödel
mit Sauerkraut – dumplings with sauerkraut). Later on we visited the
company “Bauernfeind” which produces pipes for sewage systems.
Especially the storage area was very impressive as many of us had
never seen so many and such big pipes in one place.
Next, we drove to an Upper Austrian farm. There we got a little presentation and a snack from an agent of an Austrian dairy company. Everybody was able to have a look inside the farm and contact the farmers
directly. Some were astonished as the farm was just a few meters away
from another one – nothing unusual in Austria. Unfortunately it started
raining during the presentation. Nevertheless, we went on to the biological refinery in Utzenaich. Grass silage is split into its parts to extract
lactic and amino acids and finally obtain biogas. After this flood of information we went back to Ursprung and even though we had started out
very early and had had a very long trip, the bar was well-attended in the
evening. Anita Eckerstorfer

Monday 2nd August - tour 3
Early in the morning we started to the company Neuhauser who sales Tulikivi soapstone fireplaces. Tulikivi (headquater in Finland) is the
world’s largest manufacturer of heat-retaining fireplaces.
Our next stop was the city Gmunden with the largest ceramic factory in
mid Europe. Each piece of the Gmundner Keramik Manufaktur is lovingly produced by hand and finished with care, as it was 300 years ago.
Before it reaches the customer, each piece is handled about 60 times.
90% of the production is handwork.
After lunch we had a short walk in St. Gilgen am Wolfgangsee. We visited the sheep farm of family Eisl. They milk 145 sheep each day and
make delicious cheese and yoghurt at the farm dairy. All products are
organic and sold at the farm shop. Because of the rain we cancelled
the trip to St. Wolfgang and continued to our last stop the biological
refinery. Petra Fuchs

Tuesday 3rd August
On Tuesday, we visited the Fire Fighters in Salzburg where three different workshops were organised for us.
In the fire brigade workshop, we gained insight into the exciting life of
a fire fighter and could also have a look at the alarm system and some
modern fire engines. In the Austrian Red Cross workshop, a paramedic
told us about his interesting work. We were able to see what an ambulance car in Austria looks like and were allowed to try some of the
equipment. The civil defence workshop was very informative. Besides
some useful tips for a safer everyday life we learned that the civil defence is especially important in the case of natural catastrophes.
In my opinion – and I hope that the other IFYEs think so too - Austria
has a very good rescue system which we can be proud of. However,
the system only works so well because thousands of volunteers invest
their time for the common welfare. Anita Eckerstorfer

Sound of Music - Tour
Whenever you tell a foreigner that you come from Austria, what you
usually hear is, “Oooh, Sound of Music!” However, hardly any Austrian
knows that Salzburg was the scenery of this famous musical film in
1965. On Tuesday, we all had the chance to visit many of the original sites of the film, including the marvellous Leopoldskron Palace (of which
the rear view was used for the Trapp Family home) as well as the town
Mondsee (where the wedding scene was filmed). Sabine Kobler

IFYE-Land 2011 & Bar

Wednesday 4th August - tour 1
Teekanne GmbH in Austria belongs to the German Teekanne company
and is situated in the city of Salzburg. After a short movie about the tea
production we tasted a lot of different teas. Finally we could see the
production of teabags and visited the factory store.
Our next stop was the company Lindner & Sommerauer which construct biomass heating systems (Pellet & wood chip boilers). The owner
of the company, Mr. Somerauer, invited us for lunch.
Very interesting was also our next stop: Trumer Schutzbauten a specialist of rock-fall and avalanche protection and rock/slope stabilisation.
Our last stop was Trumer brewery which is a very famous for its unique
beer. After a short introduction we tasted the delicious Trumer Pils.
Petra Fuchs

Wednesday 4th August - tour 2
The walk through the Seisenbergklamm in the nature park Weißbach
let us feel the natural forces of water. We hiked through the narrow
gorge on bridges across the rushing river. The sun shone through the
canopy of the forest and made the wet rocks around us sparkle. The
path through the gorge filled us all with enthusiasm for this beautiful
place and at the same time with respect for the forces of nature.
The next stop was the training center for young people with special
needs in Pinzgau Oberrain. 200 training places are available there and
the place is busy all the time. The young people may choose their focus
from various professional fields such as catering, metal-, wood- and
color processing, cleaning, house-keeping or gardening services. The
teachers and caregivers in Oberrain work with much dedication and
commitment, so that these young people have a realistic chance in the
labor market after the three-year training. We were all impressed by
this wonderful institution that allows young people to manage a life in
independence.
The following tour through the Pinzgauer museum of local history gave
us many interesting reports on culture, traditions and the way of life in
Pinzgau.
After a bus trip through the mountainous Pongau we were well received
by the company Mauch Agriculture. Their special construction equipment for use on steep surfaces aroused our curiosity and gave us an
idea of the way agriculture works in the mountains.
Marianne Mieser

Wednesday 4th August - tour 3
After an early start in Ursprung, we started our packed programme in
St. Michael im Lungau, where we had the exclusive chance to get an
insight into the exciting work of the tunnel control. An impressive number of 650 cameras are bringing live pictures to the 25 m2 video wall
in the control station 24 hours a day. The pictures are saved for four
hours and often used for police investigations after accidents. Many
of us seemed relieved after being convinced of the safety of Austria’s
tunnel system, knowing that “big brother is watching you” isn’t always
a bad thing.
Our ride went on to the lovely little village Mariapfarr, the place where
the lyrics of the famous Christmas song “Silent Night, Holy Night” have
been composed in 1816. We had the chance to taste Austrian specialties for lunch and then had some time to rest, before our trip continued
with the visit of the “Suppangut”. The farmhouse is set on a sea level
of 1100 m, ideal for the unique organic potatoes grown in this region.
We were all impressed by the historical building and its beautiful surroundings and enjoyed homemade snacks and lemonade offered by
the family. Taking the road via Obertauern we reached the last station
of our trip - the “Mandlberggut”. I will never forget the frightened faces
of some of our Northern friends on the narrow road up to the Schnapps
producer! The owner informed us about the time-consuming production of “Latschenkiefer” products and we also had the chance to taste
some of the liquors before hurrying back to Ursprung. Sabine Kobler

Thursday 5th August
Summery of the 52nd General Assembly
of the European IFYE Alumni
Association in Ursprung, Austria.
1. Welcome and Opening
Martyn Quayle (IOM), President,
extended a warm welcome to
everyone and thanked them for
coming to the AGM. The meeting
started with a period of silence in
remembrance of Britt Gustawsson
(Swe) and other IFYEs who have
passed away over the last year.
2. Introduction of Office Bearers
3. Adoption of the Agenda

8. Reports on Past Activities
a) Report of the Conference in the
Isle of Man 2009
b) Executive Committee Report
c) European Rally 2009, Estonia
d) Country Reports on special or
new Programmes
9. Financial Reports (EIFYEA,
Accounts 01.07.09 – 30.06.10)
The LUX strategy fund has risen by
1.167 CHF up, and is now worth
16.552 CHF. The lifetime member
fund has gone down by 4.588,53
CHF and is now 31.621,35 CHF.
The development fund is now at
14.507,30 CHF. The general account has gone up by 984,72 CHF
and is now 6.112,05 CHF.

4. Greetings Received
5. Appointment of Counters and
Establishment of Number of Eligible Voters
Ellen Paine (USA) and Dale Yonker (USA) were appointed as
counters. A total of 88 eligible voters were agreed.
6. Approval of the Minutes of the
51st General Assembly held in
the Isle of Man 2009
7. Matters arising from the Minutes
None.

10. Auditors Report
The Auditors had reviewed the
balance sheet of the accounts as
well as they checked every receipt
with the result that the books are
held in a very correct way.
11. Proposed Changes to the
Constitution
a) Limited Liability (item 5)
„Any financial liabilities are restricted to the amount of monies held
in the accounts of the European
IFYE Alumni Association. Accepted with unanimous majority
b) Specification of the fiscal year

from July 1st to June 30th for the
organisation (item 5) Accepted
with unanimous majority
c) Removing the position of Convenor in 2011 (item 4 Administration) Accepted with unanimous
majority
12. Proposed Changes to the
Development fund
The money cannot be used to
cover travel expenses or pocket
money (existing) + (new) ”for participating in the programme. Reasonable travel expenses for developing a new programme may be
met.” Accepted with unanimous
majority
13. Applications from the Development Fund
There are no applications this year
14. Budget
a) Annual Budget
Silver pins (20 tie pins/40 pendants): CHF 3.600,- and Mid term
meeting: CHF 3.600,-. Others
(support for baby IFYEs on first
conference and IFYE flag) CHF
800,-. Total income Membership
fees CHF 2.480,- and Tombola
CHF 2.000,- . This budget reduces
the Lifetime member fund by CHF
4.320,- during the period. The
proposal for budget for 2010-2011
was accepted with unanimous
majority.
b) Proposal relating to future poli-

cy concerning Silver Pins
81 members voted for postponing
further discussion of the issue till
next year’s AGM, (majority vote).
c) Proposal to raise the Membership Fees from 01.01.2011
The voting showed a result of: 19 yes and 59 - no. The proposal was
rejected.
15. Future Activities
a) Finland 2011, 23rd - 30th July
Sirkku Laurila addressed the conference held in IFYEland in 2011.
b) Sweden 2012; 21st -28th July
north of Gothenburg.
c) Wales 2013 (World conference
in Thailand in November 2013)
d) Invitations 2014 and beyond
Germany in 2014 and Scotland in
2015.
16. Elections
a) First Vice President - position for a two year period. Finland
nominated Susanna Palkkimäki
and Germany/Austria/Switzerland
nominated Gerhard Steinberger
from Austria. Gerhard Steinberger elected for a two year term
b) Second Vice President - Sirkku Laurila (Fin) was elected for a
one year term.
c) Treasurer – Norbert Winkler
(A) was elected for a two year
term.
d) Newsletter Editor - Hilde W.
Riser (Nor) was elected for a two
year term and stepped down as
secretary at the same time
e) Secretary – replacement for
a one year term - Sally Young
(Scot) was elected.
f) Two Auditors from Finland - Jukka Koivumaki and Raija Ellä were
elected for a one year term. (President Martyn Quayle (IoM and
Convenor Danielle Neser (Lux) –
were both elected for a two year
term in 2009 and remain in office)
17. Any Other Business
The President thanked everyone
for their attendance and declared the Annual General Meeting
closed.
Gerhard Steinberger

Tombola
Host family day

Friday 6th August
Farewell Dinner
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