FOREWORD

Dear |FYE's,

On behalf of the Dutch IFYE's, it is a great pleasure to us,
to present you this little book.
it is a historical summary of the conferences we have had

during the past 24 years.
Specially on the occasion of the 25th conference in Holland,

we thaught it would be interesting to know how it all began

and how 'it all happened' during those conferences.

We hope you will all enjoy it!

The organising committee
of the 25th conference



INTRODUCTION

25th IFYE Alumni

With thanks to all of them, who have helped and stimulated me
these past 27 years, | am pleased to comply with the request of
the members of 'Group '83' to write something down about 25
years of IFYE Alumni.

After | came home, just before Christmas 1956 from the biggest
experience | ever had, | started to think how to follow-up this
closed period.

in the meantime | became a member of another international
organisation.

| can state now, that this initiative has served as a model
for our yearly conferences and when | heard from yearly Alumni
meetings in the USA, we had to come down to brass tacks.

With the world-exhibition in Brussel in view, Marianne Geluk
and |, decided to ask all the European exchanges to the USA to
participate in a joint visit to the exhibition in August 1958.

We knew for ourselves, that we had to go through this world=
exhitibion and.we thought that other IFYE's would feel the same.
In Dinant and later in Brussel, the basis of our European

IFYE conferences was layed. Nobody, including me, ever dared

to dream, that this first meeting would ever expand to a strong
organisation, based on personal devotion, initiative, persistance
and respect for each other.

These conferences, where mutual confidence and enthusiasm are
streamlined by the use of one language, are respected by the
participants.,

Therefore thanks to all those,who ever organised an Alumni con=
ference even if they had a very busy job or a very tight purse.

HOW. IT WAS IN THE EARLY DAYS i
€osy, an atmosphere of openess and respect for each others opinion.
Between the few participants, who spent one intensive week with
. each other, has grown a friendship, that | have never met af ter-
wards again.

Later, the group became naturally bigger, this feeling stayed,
however we had difficulties to get to know everybody in the
same way like we did before. :

Those, who participates in a conference for the first time and
accidentally can not meet 'exchangees' of the same year, maybe
feels very lonely the first moments. The tension of who will I
meet is herewith an important factor. But the IFYE spirit however
will solve this lost feeling very soon.



Many years later the group became bigger and bigger. The
younger delegation then is now iold'.They distinguish them=
selves from the younger now by their grey hairs and glasses.
The spirit, that makes the group, however is still there.

And there is

no generationgap. This is a very important vision

and is the basis for a successfull conference.

What allways:
uniformity in the group and the digscipline 1

time.

attract my attention during the conference is the
in accordance to the

Because we were most of the time so interested, the guided tour

allways took
of that.

longer, than we planned. A Tot of hosts made mention
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Then the organised or spontaneous parties. On this subject only
the participants can judge and the non-participants can guess.

Truly | have
late ‘in that
good.

to remark, that those who came early and disappeared
time, now come late and disappear early. And that is

| truly hope, that the spirit will stay to continue the IFYE Alumni
Europe and | will congratulate the present generation and the

organisation

of this conference with the 25th jubilee.

Piet Dijkhuis



PRES IDENTS OF THE EUROPEAN |FYE COMFERENCES

Pieter Dijkhuis 1958 - 1965 Netherlands
Ruedi Mumenthaler 1965 - 1966 Switzerland
KySsti Toivonen 1966 - 1970 Finland
Gudrun Berns 1970 - 1971 Germany
Lucie Moyart 18971 = 1975 Belgium
Hermann Engelbrecht 1976 - 1977 Germany
Lennart Lindgvist 1978 - 1979 Sweden
Dorothy Wilson 1980 - 1983 England
PARTICIPANTS
1958 Dinant, Be]gium. 15
1959 Bergen, Netherlands 13
1960 Sweden L8
1961 Ireland 33
1962 : Germany 43
1963 Italy 38
1964 Norway 64
1965 Switzerland 100
First World Conference
1966 Finland 86
1967 Luxemburg 82
1968 France 80
1969 Ireland - 65
1970 Sweden ' 131
191 ‘ Netherlands 133!
1972 o USA, second World Conference
No European Conference
1973 Germany ' 151
1974 Italy 158
1975 England : 100
1976 Norway T
1977 Switzerland 120
Third World Conference, T
New Zealand
1978 Finland 132
1979 Luxemburg . 143
1980 France 130
1981 Sweden 163
1982 Scotland 172

Fourth World Conference,

Phillipines
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